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Regents
what
the
duc?
will vote
on Petrino
contract
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Of the items up for approval at the
Board of Regents meeting Friday,
there is one that has gained a lot of
attention.
At the meeting, the board will vote
on whether or not to approve Bobby
Petrino’s contract. While it was approved during the board’s committee meetings last month, all items
have to be brought before the full
board.
The four-year contract currently
offers Petrino $850,000 per year and
states that he must pay $1.2 million
to WKU if he leaves before his contract ends. This would make him the
highest paid coach in the Sun Belt
Conference.
President Gary Ransdell said there
may be some discussion regarding
the dollar amounts involved in the
SEE HONORS PAGE 2

Downing University Center has been under construction for one year and should be completed in 2014. ABBEY OLDHAM
AND BRITTANY SOWACKE/HERALD

DUC construction continues
throughout winter break
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

While students relaxed over the
holiday break, between 75-125
workers on any given day were
making big changes to the Downing
University Center.
Dan Chaney, project manager of
capital construction, said a large
stair tower on the South Lawn
side of the building is in place and
being worked on, expected to be
completed in the next few months.
Large amounts of concrete
have been poured throughout
the building, most visibly on the
balconies that will provide outdoor
seating at the renovated Fresh Food
Company area.
The spiral staircase, familiar to any
but the newest of WKU students, no
longer exists. Its removal allows the
roof of the space to be opened up for

Lilly Pulitzer
store opening
on Fountain
Square

a skylight from above, Chaney said.
Parts of the roof will be removed in
the coming weeks, he said.
The new home of the WKU Store,
the ground floor of DUC, is having
its entrance built and walls framed.
Offices for the Career Services
Center, the Student Government
Association, Campus Activities
Board and a student lounge will
occupy much of the second floor in
the old bookstore’s location.
Steel studs are in place throughout
the building, outlining the size of
the rooms.
“If you had a set of plans you could
look and say ‘Hey, that’s going to be
the Career Services Center, that’s
going to be SGA offices,’” Russell
said. “A lot of times, people can’t see
the size of a space until the walls are
up. Now that we’ve got steel studs
up, you can get a better feel of the
SEE WKU PAGE 2

CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A WKU alumnus is bringing a new
fashion option to Bowling Green.
Since November of 2001, WKU
alumnus Dale Augenstein has donated $1 million to the construction
of the WKU Alumni Center, raised
$5 million for the WKU Foundation
Board and is now opening a Lilly
Pulitzer signature store in Fountain
Square called The Pink Daisy.
“It’s going to add a dynamic
shopping opportunity for Bowling
Green,” he said.
The Pink Daisy, opening in midMarch, will be located at Main Avenue and State Street and is the
third signature store to be opened in
Kentucky, with the other locations
in Louisville and Lexington.
Elizabeth Shipley, director of retail at Bluetique Cheap Chic, which
will be near The Pink Daisy, said she
SEE LILLY PAGE 6

N is for Newlywed:
Full-time student plans for marital bliss
TREY CRUMBIE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Last semester, Bethany Randall’s life went into hyper drive
as she juggled the challenging
tasks of planning a wedding on
a budget, working at the School
of Journalism and Broadcasting office and handling the
pressure of a college schedule.
“Planning a low budget is
challenging,” Bethany said. “I
went back home every weekend to plan for it. I made the
invitations, ordered the bridal
cake, and picked out the colors.”

The 20-year-old Owensboro
senior did most of the wedding planning herself, as her
husband, Spc. Steven Randall,
22, is in the Army and was stationed in Germany.
With Bethany graduating
in May, she will be able to live
with her husband when he returns from Germany in late
August or early September. The
couple will be able to relocate
together when Steven receives
a Permanent Change of Station.
“It takes six months for
the Army to recognize your
SEE NEWLYWED PAGE 2
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Each Friday, the College
Heights Herald brings you
a story inspired by a letter
of the alphabet.

Owensboro senior Bethany Randall married her husband, Steven, on Jan. 3. Steven is stationed in Germany,
and Bethany is finishing up her major in communications/broadcasting. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
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Crime
Reports

Chilling at the Colonnades

•Police served a criminal summons
to freshman Jeffrey Nantz, Pearce
Ford Tower, for criminal mischief
and disorderly conduct on Jan. 24.
•Police served a criminal summons
to Newburgh, Ind., freshman Cady
Sims for shoplifting and disorderly
conduct on Jan. 24.
•Police cited graduate student Tim
Popma of Bowling Green for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia on Jan. 23.
•An unidentified student falsely reported an incident at the Campbell
Lane parking lot and fled the scene
before police arrived on Jan. 22.
- Compiled by Cameron Koch

Russellville sophomore Savannah Larson and Louisville sophomore Kasey Kinney chat in the cold on
Wednesday at the Colonnade. “Savannah went to Harlaxton for a whole semester,” Kinney said. “Her boots
are from Italy.” They are just happy to catch up, Larson said. “I think it's a blessing to be outside and talk,
even if it is chilly,” Kinney said. “I’ve missed Savannah a lot.” PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

DUC

NEWLYWED

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

space.”
Chaney said the most difficult part of the
entire project so far is doing construction work
in a partially occupied building.
“It’s a challenge,” Chaney said. “People
working in the building still have to have air
conditioning, running water, lights. So keeping
those systems operational is a challenge.”
Much of the metal and materials being ripped
out of the building are being recycled.
“About 93 percent of our waste is being
recycled,” Chaney said. “We are proud of that.”
The heavily renovated DUC will be a LEEDcertified building, promoting environmentally
friendly construction and design.
Overall, the Avenue of Champions side of
DUC is on schedule to be completed by the
fall of this year, but progress on the new central
staircase has been slightly delayed, Chaney
said.
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design
and Construction, said large post-tension
concrete beams needed to be cut in order to
make room for the central staircase.
While the central staircase will be near
completion by the beginning of the fall
semester, it will take an additional few months
to finish once school starts, Chaney said.
Students can expect to see the very visible
South Lawn stair tower nearing completion
in the coming months, as well as masonry
work to begin on the outside of the building,
bringing the building slowly closer to concept
renderings of the renovated DUC.

marriage,” she said. “Once the marriage is recognized, I will be able to
move with Steven to his next post,
wherever that is.”
Bethany was not the only one juggling more than one life. Her husband
also had to come to terms with the
fact that he would soon be married
despite having no idea when and
where he would be stationed next.
“I was nervous,” Steven said via text
message. “Most of the pressure was
on Bethany. Considering she planned
the whole wedding.”
Steven is currently stationed in Germany and was unable to be reached
by phone.
With many conflicts of interest,
Bethany had to make a choice of
which part of her life would come first
— particularly her part-time job.
“I scheduled my appointments
around the wedding,” Bethany said. “I
would tell the office that I wouldn’t be
there in advance. I missed work more
than I missed class.”
Last semester, Bethany was enrolled
in 18 hours of classes. She said she did
this so she could graduate earlier. She
is currently pursuing degrees in mass
communication and Spanish.
Scheduling conflicts were not the
only setback Bethany experienced.
When ordering paper for the invitations, Bethany received the wrong
color. She said the color fit into her

REGENTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
contract.
“But since the executive committee meeting action, I have
not been contacted by board
members who have a concern,”
he said.
Patti Minter, faculty regent,
said it’s difficult to know what
will happen regarding the contract because she can only
speak for herself. But, she said it
is a major agenda item.
“It’s something that I hope
the board has considered very

carefully, and I can tell you that
I have heard from a very large
number of faculty members
since the announcement in
December and there are some
very strong opinions out there,
which I’ve been listening to very
carefully,” Minter said.
Minter said that while the
board will be voting on the contract as it is posted, it is possible
to amend it, as the board has
done with a previous contract.
“Approving it means the approval of every term that’s in
that contract,” she said. “And
contracts aren’t valid under
Kentucky law until they are rati-

scheme anyway and decided to go
along with the invitations she was
sent.
Bethany said although she did most
of the wedding planning on her own
there were other people who helped
her along the way.
“They threw me a bridal shower in
the SJ&B office,” Bethany said. “It was
the only bridal shower I had. I didn’t
have time to plan one at home.”
Bethany’s mother, Cathy Mullins,
also helped make her daughter’s wedding experience a smooth ride.
“She did most of the planning, I just
did most of the leg work,” Mullins
said. “She’s an amazing young woman…we’re proud of her.”
Bethany and Steven were officially
married on Jan. 3. Looking back,
Bethany said that she knew it was all
worth it in the end.
“The wedding turned out really
good,” Bethany said. “Everything we
worked for turned out awesome.”
Her husband agreed.
“Once I got home, it all fell into place
and went smooth,” Steven said.
The couple enjoyed a three-day trip
to Gatlinburg for their honeymoon.
Steven left for Germany on Jan. 10.
Bethany said her unique semester
of balancing work, school and wedding planning gave her a glimpse of
her future to come.
“The whole experience prepared
me for being a military wife,” she said.

fied by the board.”
Another item on the agenda
regards land WKU owns in Elizabethtown. Bob Skipper, director of media relations, said the
land was gifted to WKU and in
turn, the university plans to gift
it to Hardin County schools to
build an early college and career
center.
“And then, we’ll be a partner in
the center,” Skipper said.
Ransdell said the center will
provide additional space to offer
dual-enrollment programs for
Hardin County high school students, as well as upper-division
degrees and courses.

“The board action is to approve the gifting — the transfer
of a deed for 20 acres of property from WKU to Hardin County
schools to build this building,”
Ransdell said.
Minter said another significant item up for approval is an
amendment to an intellectual
property policy, which she said
deals with a lot of issues that
university faculty members deal
with and hasn’t been amended
since 2003.
Other action items for the
meeting include approval of a
floristry undergraduate minor
and budget and finance items.
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Opinion
COLUMN

THE REEL: 'Taken 2' offers nothing new to audiences
BEN CONNIFF
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

From the outside looking in,
“Taken 2” is everything that’s
wrong with Hollywood. At the
end of “Taken,” the story seems
pretty well-concluded with no
setup for future sequels.
After finally seeing “Taken
2," I've decided my assertions
were correct. This is an unnecessary sequel that’s nothing
more than a ploy to make a few
extra bucks at the box office.
The film is just a re-hash of the
same thrills from its 2008 predecessor with Liam Neeson as
the butt-kicking, name-taking
dad of the year.
While “Taken” told the thrilling story of one man’s daring
crusade to rescue his kidnapped daughter from traffickers in Paris, the sequel

again follows our hero Bryan in such a frenetic way; it’s diffiMills (Neeson) and his fam- cult to tell what exactly is going
ily (Famke Janssen, Maggie on. “Taken 2” also features a
Grace) on a trip to Istanbul, script with so many plot holes,
where they are targeted by the it might as well be inscribed on
father of one of the
Swiss cheese.
deceased from the
One of them is the
first film (Rade Sersetup at the beginbedzija).
ning for the film’s vilExcept this time,
lain (Serbedzija), who
it’s BRYAN who’s kidturns out to be innapped along with
credibly weak. In the
his wife Lenore (Jansprologue, he swears
sen), leaving daughto get revenge on
ter Kim (Grace) to
Mills for causing so
fend for herself until
much pain and sorBryan can catch up
row in his Albanian
CONNIFF
with her. Once she’s
village of Tropoja afFilm Critic
safe, Neeson switchter killing the town’s
es roles from daddy
sons, husbands and
to ex-husband of the year, as brothers in “Taken.” So the
he goes on a solo tear for only plan is to round up more of
the film’s last half hour trying to Tropoja’s sons, husbands and
get his ex-wife back.
brothers for the slaughter? I
Much of the action is edited mean, does this guy honestly

think he’s going to succeed
against a trained killer with everything to lose?
It’s a flimsy excuse to line up
more bad guys for Neeson to
beat up. Two bad writers, Luc
Besson and Robert Mark Kamen, were so preoccupied
with making the action bigger
that they forgot to develop the
characters or any semblance of
a decent story.
Another
thing
that
earns “Taken 2” a resounding
“Ehh” is that there’s nothing
new to see here. What made
the first movie so great was
that we got to see a man who’s
trying to live a quiet, retired life
be called into action when he’s
suddenly faced with a parent’s
worst nightmare.
“Taken” soared on the wings
of Liam Neeson’s brooding
performance, and it was this

COMMENTARY

Tops &
Bottoms

TOPS to Awards
season.

BOTTOMS to flu
season.

TOPS to campus
being open.

BOTTOMS to
Parking and Transportation being
open (Where to
park?)

performance that made the
action so much fun to watch.
The sequel just has more of
the exact same. No surprises,
no twists, just a display of the
same chases, gunplay and fist
fights that we’ve all seen before.
Now “Taken 2” features
promising elements that
could’ve been great, but they
end up squandered. These include the villain, some clever
nods to the first movie, and
the improved relationship
between Bryan and Lenore.
Certainly “Taken 3” will give
us some sort of closure there.
That’s not to say a third film
is necessary, but at this point,
why stop now? The franchise
is a cash cow, raking in a combined total of just under $600
million at the worldwide box
office, according to IMDb estimates.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

How higher education is the key State LGBTs
to skills and employment
are better off
Our future is tied to edu“The real concern is the
cation.
quality of graduates at all
If we want to stay com- levels,” he concluded.
petitive in the global econSamuelson has a point,
omy, we are going to have but the overall trend is
to get a lot more
unmistakable.
serious
about
The future will
education — esrequire a deluge
pecially higher
of highly-skilled
education.
workers. And edSure, colleges
ucation — in all
and universities
its various forms
could be doing a
— is still the only
better job of prereliable route to
paring students
becoming highly
for the Brave
skilled.
New World that
The key queslies ahead. They
tion
is not whethHUGHEY
could also be
er
college
is for
Professor
putting more efeveryone
(of
fort into directcourse not); it’s
ing students toward high- more a matter of what stuneed fields.
dents who do choose to atAnd higher education tend encounter once they
alone is not a panacea for arrive there.
all of our societal ills, as
Right now, the total U.S.
Robert Samuelson recently workforce stands at just
pointed out in The Wash- over 140 million. The Buington Post.
reau of Labor Statistics
“The fixation on college- indicates that between
going, justified in the early late 2007 and early 2012,
postwar decades, stigma- 5.8 million jobs requiring
tizes those who don’t go a high school diploma or
to college and minimizes less were lost. During this
their needs for more vo- same period, the number
cational skills,” Samuelson of jobs for people having
argued. “It cheapens the at least a bachelor’s degree
value of a college degree actually increased by 2.2
and spawns the delusion million.
that only the degree — not
According to McKinsey
the skills and knowledge and Company, if the world
behind it — matters.”
continues on its present

trajectory, there will be
an international surplus
of some 93 million lowskilled workers by the end
of the current decade;
roughly a third of those will
be in developed countries
like the United States.
McKinsey also estimates
that there could be a global
shortage of some 85 million medium to highlyskilled workers by 2020.
Finally, the Boston Consulting Group reports that
by 2022, the U.S. economy
could add as many as 14
million new jobs, most of
them requiring some postsecondary education. They
also note that by 2018, at
least 63 percent of all jobs
will require some education beyond high school.
Much to the chagrin of
those who simply choose
to deny the reality of whatever it is they happen to
disagree with, the numbers don’t lie.
Those who choose not to
extend their education beyond high school are going
to be left behind.
The writing is on the wall.
Aaron W. Hughey is a
professor and program
coordinator in the Department of Counseling and
Student Affairs.

At no time in history have we
had a Governor that has openly
rebelled against our state sodomy
laws as Steve Beshear! With his
executive order granting employment protections for gays and
lesbians in the state government
and his promise to appeal any
anti-gay same-sex partner benefits bills, he has become Kentucky’s first (pro-) gay governor as
in the affluence (sic) of President
Obama. With the support of the
community, the Masons followed
his anti-sodomy policy and voted
against outlawing openly gay
men in 2010.
Somehow, Steve Beshear has
captured the heart of the homosexual community and the Bible
Belt in which it incumbents (sic),
which has led to speculation
about the state’s homosexual
agendas and its futuristic policies
and practices! At this point, we’re
just left wondering if the homosexuals and Steve Beshear aren’t
going to just end up dumping
tea in the Kentucky River at Fort
Boonesborough or just rallying at
Jacobs Park crying, “Liberty must
at all hazards be supported. We
have a right to it, derived from
our Maker. But if we had not, our
fathers have earned and bought it
for us, at the expense of their ease,
their estates and their pleasures."

—Richard Hellstrom
Lexington

TOPS to New Year’s
Resolutions.

BOTTOMS to them
already being broken.
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Fo r G o o d n e s s S a k e !

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris & Joyce Lewis

Across
1 Telescope parts
7 On hiatus
11 Metered vehicle
14 Develop gradually
15 Landing place
16 __ Miss
17 When to don a
40-Down or prepare to
throw 11-Down
19 Lakers' org.
20 Former "Grand Ole
Opry Live" network
21 GPS suggestion
22 Phrase on a diet
food label
24 Has the mike
26 Big galoot
28 Confident
crossword solver's
choice
29 "Parks and
Recreation"
actor Rob
30 Extra
32 Bluesman Redding
34 Pinnacles
36 Airline with a kangaroo
on its logo
38 Interpret without
hearing
41 Thai or Chinese, e.g.
42 Dental layer
43 Memorable Texas
mission
44 Longfellow's bell town
45 In the area
47 Auditioner's goal
51 Sci-fi film extras
52 __ Moines
53 Close with a bang
54 Met secretly
57 Entertainer Zadora
60 Add to the soundtrack
61 Sigh of pleasure
62 Ball-dropping site,
or what this puzzle's
circled letters form?
65 Victrola corp.
66 Port east of Tangier
67 Thrust forward,
as with a sword

68 Baseball great Mel
69 Hang in the balance
70 Stands in studios
Down
1 Legume used in the
Indian dish dal
2 Despite all that
3 "Take it easy!"
4 Shrewd
5 At any time
6 Ticket specification
7 Mensa figs.
8 One settling a score,
in olden days
9 Bathe
10 Watches suspiciously
11 See 17-Across
12 Greek's neighbor
13 Wiped out
18 Cut with a scythe
23 Program interrupters
25 Close call
27 Faux __: blunder
30 Tee size
31 No better, no
worse
33 Opposite of NNW
35 Average average

37 Prepare to shoot
38 Country expanse
39 Work together
40 See 17-Across
41 Purse fasteners
43 Hotshot
46 Extra one who's
"out"
48 Golden years
49 Leafy crown
material
50 Sets securely (in)
54 Polynesian tuber
55 Sporty sunroof
56 The Auld Sod
58 King Kong's home, e.g.
59 Turquoise hue
63 Close
64 Young __: tots, in dialect

GO
TOPS!

@WKUFan518 — Cannot wait for Harbowl!!
Congrats to former WKU coach Jack Harbaugh..
#WKUFootball —SENT 1/20

@ToddStewartWKU — Congrats to #WKU allgirl & coed cheerleading squads - each finished
in nation's Top 10 at UCA College Cheerleading
National Championships! —SENT 1/21
@JayMazing — #IGoToASchoolWhere people
hate giving their email address. "Yes, it's Topper,
T-O-P-P-E-R dot W-K-U dot E-D-U." #WKUprobz —SENT 1/22

@WKUAlumni — American Idol winner Phillips in concert April 8; tickets on sale Feb. 4
#wku —SENT 1/23

@CaylaDuncan — Looking forward to cheering on the Tops this weekend against MTSU!
#GoTops

#WKUBasketball

SENT 1/24

#BeatMTSU

—

Be sure to watch
WKU beat MTSU
this Saturday at
3PM!
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WKU musicians prepare
for annual PRISM Concert
KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Van Meter Auditorium
will be alive with color
on Friday night when
musicians from WKU hit
the stage.
The 18th Annual
WKU Music Department PRISM Concert
will feature several instrumental and vocal
ensembles in a show
accompanied by special
lighting effects.
“It’s a highlight of the
music department that feels
like a variety
show,” Burkesville
senior
Charles Price
said. He will be
playing bass
trombone in
the concert.
Some
of
the ensembles
performing include the
WKU Wind Ensemble,
WKU Symphony, Jazz
Band, Steel Drum Band,
The RedShirts, The TrebleMakers, the Guitar
Ensemble and many
more.
Price said the show
will move quickly from
classic band music to
other styles. Choreographed staging and
lighting will add atmosphere and excitement,
he said.
“This creates a fastpaced concert that is
not stuffy like classical
concerts are perceived
to be,” Price said. “The
audience feeds off the
energy of the constant

music.”
Price also said the
concert provides exposure to a variety of music, which he thinks will
offer something for everyone. He said this will
encourage people to attend more WKU Music
Department events.
Hanson senior Brittany Gatlin, who will
be stage-managing the
show, agreed.
“There will be every
instrument imaginable

“

the community attend
the concert even if they
don’t have ties to anyone
in the performing ensembles,” Lyons said.
Bowling Green senior Josh Smith, a music
education major, said
people of all music interests will have fun at this
concert.
“We’ve got the pep
band to get you pepped
up, the jazz band to
make you want to dance
and classical music from
the orchestra,”
Smith said.
Smith
also wants to
encourage his
fellow WKU
students and
members of
the BG community
to
come out and
show
their
support.
“ I t ’s
good to come and support fellow students who
put in a lot of time and
effort,” Smith said. “It’s
really fun for all the performers, and we want
people to come out and
have fun, too. And that’s
what music is. Music is
fun.”
Tickets are $10 for
general admission and
$5 for senior citizens and
WKU students with an
ID. They are available for
purchase at Royal Music and at the door. Proceeds benefit the WKU
Music Department.
The show begins at
8 p.m. on Friday in Van
Meter Hall.

The Audience feeds
off the energy
of the constant
music.

— Charles Price

Burkesville senior
being played,” Gatlin
said. “At times, the audience will be right next
to the performers in the
aisles. You’re IN the music as an audience member.”
Gatlin also said there
will be some special surprises in the concert, but
said people will have to
come watch to find out
what they are.
Tickets for this year’s
PRISM concert will be
sold until Friday morning at Royal Music on
Fairview Avenue.
Greg Lyons, president
of the music store, said
ticket sales are always
big for this show.
“Many members of

18th Annual WKU Music Department PRISM Concert
8 p.m. Jan. 25,Van Meter Hall

LILLY

price that makes it harder for girls my
age to purchase it,” she said.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Augenstein said the store will feature
an assortment of high-end clothing,
but there will be plenty of moderately
thinks this addition will be beneficial priced items available as well.
for her store and the plaza.
“There is wonderful marketing
“We’re excited to have more retail mixed in the store,” he said. “It is very
business on the square,” she said. “It’s high quality, but not extremely expenwhat we want.”
sive.”
The label, known for its flamboyThe idea for the store came to Auant colors and floral prints, includes genstein several years ago when treatswimwear, formal wear, children’s ing his niece to a shopping trip.
clothing and accessories.
“I fell in love with the line,” he said.
The debut line at The Pink Daisy will “The clothes are gorgeous, well-made,
be a spring collection entitled “Party have lots of color and have tremenAnimals.”
dous appeal across the country — you
Bowling
can’t deny the
Green senior
quality.”
Katherine
While it is
Meredith
is
Au g e n s t e i n
excited about
who fell in
the store.
love with the
“Lilly PulitLilly Pulitzer
zer has been
line, represendressing
tatives from
young
girls
the company
— Dale Augenstein
and women
fell in love
for years,” she
with Bowling
WKU Alumnus
said. “In fact,
Green right
my mom was
away, he said.
even a Lilly-lover at my age and passed
Augenstein has big expectations for
on the love for Lilly’s vibrant patterns, the store.
excellent quality and passion for a col“We’re excited as can be,” he said.
orful life.”
“It’s going to be a tremendous boost
Meredith, who is a member of Alpha to economic development in Bowling
Delta Pi, said Lilly Pulitzer accessories Green.”
are especially popular in her sorority.
Meredith is also optimistic about the
“Lilly’s accessories, such as scarves, store.
totes and organizers are wonderful
“I think opening up a new shop on
and are popular Christmas gifts in my the corner will add much more charsorority,” she said.
acter and charm to historic downtown
Meredith said the accessories are Bowling Green,” she said. “It will carry
preferable to for women her age be- on the classy trend of fashion in our
cause the clothing is expensive.
college town for women of all ages,”
“Her line in general has a higher she said.

“

“

6

“
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It is very high
quality, but
not extremely
expensive.
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WKU has early success in 2012
by senior Joseph Chebet,
who is coming off an allAmerican cross country season and a 3,000-meter run
Sun Belt Conference title this
previous fall.
Chebet won the 3,000-meter
in Birmingham with a time of
8:19.47, beating the previous
Blazer Invitational record by
more than 16 seconds. His
success continued in Illinois,
where he won the mile run in
4:11.63.
“It’s been a great start for
Joseph but he’s got to stay
healthy, stay humble and keep
working,” coach Eric Jenkins
said.
Junior David Mokone also
broke the former Blazer Invitational 3,000-meter record with
a time of 8:30.64, but finished
second behind Chebet. Mokone also placed third in the
600-meter run with a time of
1:20.42 in Champaign.
“The coaches have been doing a terrific job to prepare us
(for) the meets,” Mokone said.

The WKU men’s and women’s
track and field teams kicked off
2013 over the break with two
separate meets at which the
squads found success.
The Toppers participated in
the UAB Blazer invitation in
Birmingham, Ala., first before
traveling to Champaign., Ill.,
for the Illini Classic next. They
earned two individual wins in
Birmingham, followed by two
wins in Champaign.
Senior Ana Camargo highlighted the Lady Toppers’ visit
to Illinois, where she posted
her first career win for WKU.
Camargo took first place in the
triple jump with a leap of 39
feet, 10 inches.
“It feels good to go out there
and see how everyone’s efforts pay off,” Camargo said
of her and the team’s success.
“I know how hard they have
worked to achieve their goals.”
WKU has been led partially

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“They have been emphasizing
taking it one day at a time.”
Senior Houston Croney
claimed victory in the weight
throw with a toss of 58-01.25.
He then followed his win in
Birmingham with a sixth-place
finish in Champaign.
Sophomore Karleigh Parker
shared the pole-vaulting victory in Champaign with Kennesaw State’s Michelle Quimby, recording a 12-01.5 mark.
Her vault of 12-01.5 matched
the school record she set at
last year’s Sun Belt Conference
Indoor Track and Field Championships and also tied the
Blazer Invitational record.
“She came out and competed at a high level,” said coach
Erik Jenkins. “We’re going to
need that kind of production
out of her consistently and at
the conference championships.”
Both squads return to action
Friday, Jan. 25 at the Rod McCravy Invitational in Lexington, Ky.

most schools in the league.
The Knight brothers, Marcos and Tweety, are a dynamic guard combination.
Shawn Jones is a load in the
post. Raymond Cintron is a
dead-eye three-point shooter. Kerry Hammonds, Bruce
Massey and J.T. Sulton are all
solid veteran players.
Compare that rotation to a
WKU squad hampered by injury (T.J. Price, Caden Dickerson, Jamal Crook), lack of
production in the post, and
a lack of dynamic players to
turn to off the bench.
If it weren’t for junior college transfer Brandon Harris,
the Toppers’ clear MVP thus
far, they would probably be
under .500.
MTSU will be the best
team WKU has faced since
a loss to U of L on Dec. 22.
That’s not a good sign for a
team that went into Thursday’s game against South
Alabama losers of four of its
last five.

TOP
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Their biggest offensive
threat is senior guard Marcos Knight, who averages
12.5 points and and 5.7 rebounds per game.
The Blue Raiders also
have a deep threat in senior guard Raymond Cintron, who hits more than 40
percent of the three-point

shots he takes and averages
8.2 points per game.
Those MTSU guards are
facing a WKU group that is
missing its motor — senior

be available until next week
at the earliest, Harper said
earlier this week.
Freshman center Aleksejs
Rostov said he expects the
Toppers to get better as
when jamal is back, the team gets healthier.
“When Jamal is back,
we'll probably be at
we’ll probably be at full
full power.
power,” Rostov said.
— Aleksejs Rostov
“When the conference
Freshman center
tournament
comes
point guard Jamal Crook is around (in March), we’ll be
gaining health but will not at full power.”

“

“

JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Unless you’re an optimist,
it’s hard to see the Toppers
leaving the “Historic” (translation: old and decrepit)
Murphy Center Saturday
with a win.
But there is precedent for
WKU pulling such an upset.
One year ago the Toppers
started their end-of-theyear run with a 73-67 Senior
Night win over a heavilyfavored Blue Raiders squad
in front of a frenzied Diddle
Arena.
WKU fans may remember
that night as the day where a
red blazer-clad Harper took
the mic and told the sold-out
crowd his team had “only
just begun.”
From there, the Toppers
went on to a Sun Belt title
and NCAA Tournament
berth.
This year’s WKU squad has
a chance to make another
statement like that Saturday
down the road in Murfreesboro.
But to do it, they’ll have
to overcome a really good
MTSU team — the best Sun
Belt side they’ll face this year.

Men’s Basketball- Junior guard Brandon Harris (12) drives past the
UALR defense in the second half at Diddle Arena in Bowling Green
on Saturday, Dec. 19. CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

MTSU
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD

LUNCH
15%

off
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
Limeted Time Only!

DINNER
- Domestic Beer $1.50
with meal
(only for Dinner)

- Daily Specials
-Moussaka
-Gεros Plate
-Spinakopita
-Dollmados
-Salads
-Sandwiches

-

10% off Dinner
with Student ID

(270) 846-1195
1006 STATE ST - BOWLING GREEN KY, 42101
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McGee scored just six points
in the WKU loss to South Alabama Wednesday night, but
before that she had been tearing through the box score.
In the last three games of the
Lady Toppers home stretch,
McGee had scored 23, 22 and
20 points, respectively.
She’s averaging 14.5 on the
season and is becoming a pivotal part of what WKU likes to
do on offense.
“She (McGee) can flat score
the basketball,” Heard said.
“And she’s working really hard
now to get better defensively,
and she’s stepping up to the
challenge.”
It’s the way that McGee can
score that keeps opposing de-

fenses on their toes.
She can finish with either
hand in transition, she can
consistently knock down
three-pointers and she can
score off a step-back jumper
in either direction.
But her main weapon is her
scorer’s mentality.
McGee is always in attack
mode — an attribute that
puts a lot of pressure on the
defense at all times.
That part of her game results in a lot of free throws for
the Lady Toppers.
In fact, McGee is third on
the team in free throw attempts despite playing in just
half of the total games.
She also knocks down 83.3
percent of her free throw attempts — not only is she getting to the line a lot, but she’s
taking advantage of opportunities when she gets there.

McGee’s emergence as an
offensive threat has really
taken pressure off of sophomore guard Alexis Govan and
sophomore forward Chastity
Gooch to score the ball.
“Most teams always have
at least two people that can
score well,” McGee said. “But
when you get to having three
or four, it’s really hard to defend.”
Winning has followed McGee to the Hill — the Lady
Toppers are 7-2 with her in
the lineup.
Heard says McGee is a
high-risk, high-reward player
— she has been a reward for
WKU so far.
“I tell her not to shoot a
three and she’ll shoot a three
anyway,” Heard said. “But
that’s why I love coaching Bianca. She’s a competitor, and
she wants to win.”

check us out at

Chastity Gooch recorded her
16th double-double of the
season with a 14 point, 14 rebound performance for the
Lady Toppers.
WKU will need to put this
loss in the past as soon as it
can.
On Sunday, the Lady Toppers will travel to Murfreesboro, Tenn., to take on Middle
Tennessee State.
MTSU (13-5, 8-1 SBC) now
sits alone atop the Sun Belt
standings after WKU’s loss to
South Alabama.
“We have to do a better job
of taking care of the basketball,” Richards said. “Taking
care of the basketball is something we preach every day…
And we have to do a better job
when we go down to Middle
Tennessee.”
MTSU is forcing opponents
into 20.9 turnovers a game.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard
says that the team is continuously working on getting better on defense.
MTSU will present a huge
defensive challenge for the

MCGEE

WKUHERALD.com

Lady Toppers.
The Lady Raiders are averaging 67.2 points per game.
MTSU junior forward Ebony
Rowe accounts for much of
the team’s production, averaging 21.7 points — a figure
which is good for second in
the Sun Belt — and 11 rebounds per game.
The Lady Toppers have been
using a variety of defenses to
confuse opponents.
They will put on a 1-2-2 full
court press that drops back
into a 2-3 and then switch
suddenly the next possession
to man-to-man.
But coach Heard wants the
team to be able to get back to
the basics.
“I want us to get better where
we can have opportunities
where we play straight manto-man.” Heard said.
That may be a difficult task
against a MTSU team that has
eight players over
six-foot tall on the
roster.
With a win on
Sunday, the Lady
Toppers can get
back on top of the
Sun Belt Conference.
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WKU set to face top team in Sun Belt
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

When it comes to the Sun
Belt Conference, they don’t
come much tougher than
Middle
Tennessee
State.
The Toppers are heading to Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
this weekend to take on
the Blue Raiders Saturday.
MTSU has had arguably the
best season of any team in the
Sun Belt this season, with more

total wins and conference wins
than any other Sun Belt school.
Coach Ray Harper didn’t
beat around the bush
when he talked about
MTSU earlier this week.
“They’re an extremely good
basketball team — I’d say the
only team on our schedule that
I’ve seen that’s better is Louisville,” Harper said Tuesday.
“I really believe if Middle and
Louisville played tomorrow, it
would be a heck of a ball game.”
The Toppers have struggled

UPON FURTHER REVIEW

as of late — heading into
Thursday’s game against South
Alabama, WKU had dropped
four of the past five games, all
against Sun Belt opponents.
The slump hasn’t hurt the
Toppers mentally, though,
according
to
Harper.
“That’s the thing that I can
say without hesitation — their
character is top-notch,” Harper said of his team. “Sometimes
when you’re going through
what we’re going through,
you’ll find out what your guys

are made of. You’ll find out
about their character, and it’s
showing itself, and they just
come back and go to work.”
Saturday’s game could be
the last time WKU visits Murfreesboro for a while. The Blue
Raiders accepted an invitation
to Conference USA in November and are expected to leave
the Sun Belt in June, before the
start of the next athletic year.
WKU certainly isn’t clamoring for opportunities to play
the Blue Raiders, though.

MTSU has far and away
the top defense in the Sun
Belt,
holding
opponents
to 58.3 points per game
and leading the conference in three-point shot defense and field goal defense.
The MTSU offense also
ranks near the top of the Sun
Belt. The Blue Raiders average 69.5 points per contest,
have outscored opponents by
an average of 11.2 points, and
lead the conference in assists.
SEE TOP PAGE 7

the new girl

Blue Raiders as
good as it gets
in the Sun Belt
BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

I almost spit up my Ale-8 when I saw
Ray Harper’s quote about Middle Tennessee on Tuesday.
“I’d say the only team on our schedule
that I’ve seen that’s better than them is
Louisville,” WKU’s coach said. “I really
believe if Middle and Louisville played
tomorrow, it’d be a heck of a basketball
game.”
Never mind that Harper said MTSU,
which WKU plays in Murfreesboro on
Saturday (3 p.m., ESPN2), could hang
with No. 5 U of L.
That quote also
leads one to believe
he thinks the Blue
Raiders are better
than No. 19 VCU —
a team which ran
roughshod over the
Toppers 76-44 about
a month ago.
Folks familiar with
Sun Belt basketball
BRAD STEPHENS also have preconColumnist
ceived notions about
MTSU as a team that
never lives up to its talent. That was never more evident than last year.
MTSU coach Kermit Davis’ Blue Raiders walked through the 2011-12 regular
with a 14-2 league record, only to choke
and lose 64-61 to No. 9-seed Arkansas
State in their first game at the Sun Belt
Tournament.
With that kind of recent history, you
can understand my skepticism over the
Blue Raiders.
I got online and watched some of this
year’s MTSU games to see if Harper’s
compliments weren’t just him pumping
up the opponent for his team.
It turns out he may be exactly right.
This year’s Blue Raiders look like the
Sun Belt’s best team since WKU circa the
Courtney Lee, Orlando Mendez-Valdez
era.
MTSU’s biggest strength is its depth
and experience. The Blue Raiders’ rotation goes about 10-deep, and a few of the
guys coming off the bench would start at

Junior guard Bianca McGee has become a go-to scorer for WKU since she joined the team after the fall semester. She
has averaged 14.5 points and four rebounds through 10 games. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

McGee emerges as No. 3 scorer
for Heard's Lady Toppers
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Junior guard Bianca McGee has scored at least 20
points in three of the last
four games and is emerging as one of the Lady
Toppers’ biggest offensive
threats.
Her season is just starting — she wasn’t even
ruled eligible until after
the fall semester.
McGee is a junior-college
transfer who graduated in
the spring from Kilgore
College in Texas.
In accordance with the
NCAA’s six-hour rule, she
was forced to sit out for
the entire fall semester.
Per the NCAA, “all transfer student-athletes are
required to complete six

SEE REVIEW PAGE 7

hours of credit (semester
or quarter hours) during
the previous term of fulltime enrollment.”
Basically, a junior-college transfer is required to
have six semester hours
under their belt before
they can join an athletics
team.
McGee was ruled eligible
after last semester and
played her first game Dec.
16 against Southeast Missouri State.
McGee scored 11 points
and grabbed 10 rebounds
that afternoon in a 60-46
WKU victory.
Since then, she’s developed into a go-to scorer
for Coach Michelle ClarkHeard and the Lady Toppers.
SEE MCGEE PAGE 7

Lady Toppers will face tall task in MTSU
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The
Lady
Toppers
struggled through a loss
Wednesday and will face
one of their toughest challenges of the season Sunday.
Turnovers plagued WKU
(15-4, 8-2 SBC) Wednesday as the team suffered
its second Sun Belt loss
56-46 to South Alabama
(12-7, 5-5 SBC). The team
will face Middle Tennessee
State Sunday at 2 p.m.
The Lady Toppers turned
the ball over 23 times and
dished out only four assists in Wednesday’s loss to
USA.

The game was out of the
norm for WKU — the Lady
Toppers have proven in the
past that they can protect
the ball.
On Jan. 19 against UALR,
they turned the ball over
just 10 times in a 70-61 victory over the Lady Trojans.
On the season, WKU averages 17.7 turnovers a
game.
Wednesday’s loss to
South Alabama was a regression back to the mean.
But turnovers weren’t the
team’s only issue against
the Lady Jaguars — simply
putting the ball through
the hoop was a problem.
The Lady Toppers shot 38
percent from the field in

the loss.
The combination of turnovers and poor shooting
resulted in the team’s lowest scoring output of the
season.
USA freshman center
Brianna Wright torched
the Lady Toppers with a
career-high 20 points off
the bench.
Assistant Coach Margaret
Richards says that Wright
did a good job of taking advantage of her size.
“We needed to battle a
little bit more and not take
possessions off,” Richards
said. “And that’s what we
did tonight.”
Sophomore
forward
SEE MTSU PAGE 7

Freshman forward Jalynn McClain dives to the ground for a loose ball against
UALR in the first half at Diddle Arena in Bowling Green on Saturday, Dec. 19.
CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

